
 
I thank you for the many ways you supported 
Gbarnga Mission’s ministry throughout 2019. As 
you’ll read in this issue, there are changes taking 
place as Leon Schultz steps down as president and CEO. This 
was a difficult decision for him — please pray for his burdens. As 
I take the humbling step of leading Gbarnga Mission and we set 
off together from this new trailhead in 2020, I pray for continued 
blessings and guidance as we discover new and more effective 
ways to “carry each other's burdens”. 
 
I hope you’ll grab a backpack and join us! 
 
 
 
 
 Jon Rossman 
 President & CEO 

“Carry each other's burdens, and in this way  
you will fulfill the law of  Christ.” Galatians 6:2 
 
My wife, Kathy, and I really enjoy hiking in the woods and when 
I was younger — and more pain tolerant — that also meant 
backpacking. In my career as an Eagle Scout, I was honored to 
be a Ranger at a high adventure camp in New Mexico where I 
had the joy of being paid to backpack all summer with crews of 
Boy Scouts from around the world. (Interestingly, the 

mountains in that area 
were called the Sangre de 
Cristo range — meaning 
“Blood of Christ”.) One of 
my responsibilities was to 
help my assigned crews 
learn a basic foundation of 
backcountry skills for a safe 
10-day expedition including 
teamwork and care for 
other members who may 
be weaker or slower — or 
simply less motivated. Part 
of teamwork meant fair and 
proportional distribution of 
group gear like tents, food 
and cooking supplies so 
one person’s backpack was 
not excessively heavy. At 
times, some Scouts packed 
extra gear to lighten the 
load — reduce the burden 
— of a struggling crew 
mate before tackling a 
particularly difficult section 
of the trail. 
 

Liberia is one of the top ten poorest countries in the world. 
The United Nations “Human Development Report 2019” ranks 
Liberia number 176 out of 188 countries based on a composite 
index of life expectancy, education, and per capita income.  
The numerous burdens our school children and their families 
live with every day are obvious as I walk through the village. 
Jesus calls us to stuff our backpacks with the extra weight of 
these families, walking beside them as they scramble across the 
rough terrain of their daily trails. 
 
Because of your generous support, we’re able to work 
together to lighten their loads through education taught by 
loving Christian teachers in a safe environment, by offering a 
nutritious school lunch each day and clean water to drink, 
through the distribution of bed nets in the community to 
prevent deadly malaria, and by teaching our students about the 
grace and hope found in Jesus — the ultimate burden carrier 
who promises us, “my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
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GRAB A BACKPACK 

 

Phase 2 
Building Fund Status 
 
We have raised approximately $25,000 
towards our $150,000 target. 
Give today and help us reach our goal. 
 
Thank you! 

By 2021, we will reach the physical capacity of our current 
school building which now offers ABC, K1, K2, 1st Grade and 2nd 
Grade classes. To continue our goal of adding a grade each year, 
we need your help to begin phase 2 of our building efforts. This 
next step would integrate a cafeteria/multipurpose room with 
four more classrooms allowing us to continue expanding 
enrollment up to 8th grade. 
 
Estimated cost for construction and furnishings is $150,000. 
With God's blessing and the generosity of your financial support, 
our goal is to begin excavation and foundation work in October 
2020. Please consider sending a gift today. Thank you for your 
support!  v 

BUILDING FUND UPDATE 



HEAR MORE OF OUR STORY: 
SUBSCRIBE VIA EMAIL  

It is with sincere gratitude that I have had the privilege to serve 
as the Chief Executive Officer of the Gbarnga Lutheran Mission 
Project, Inc. from its formal incorporation with the State of RI on 
April 29, 2014, and with the Internal Revenue Service 

Department of Treasury on 
October 24, 2014, as under 
section 501(c)3. 
 
Our dedicated mission, The 
Gbarnga Lutheran Training 
Center (GLTC), has been 

an immense undertaking that started with formal meetings with 
members of the Lutheran Church in Liberia (LCL) represented 
by the Bishop of Liberia, the Reverend Doctor D. Jensen 
Seyenkulo, in January 2012, to a formal Ground Breaking 
Ceremony on January 19, 2014, located in Deanville, Gbarnga 
City in Bong County, Liberia.  

GLTC now enjoys a fifteen acre campus, provided by The 
Lutheran Church in Liberia, that boasts of a beautiful, five-room 
school facility, a fully-modern residence, a newly constructed 
kitchen, a large warehouse, facilities for a chicken farm, a solar-

powered water tower, reliable security guards, cooks, helpers, 
and dedicated teachers. The success of GLTC has all evolved 
around God’s grace and the generosity of multiple donors. 

I am resigning my position as the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. effective as of January 1, 
2020.  I am offering this resignation as a result of physical 
limitations due to multiple back 
surgeries.  It is now my pleasure to 
recommend our Vice-President, Mr. 
Jon Rossman, to replace me as the 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, 
Inc. 

May the Lord Jesus continue to guide 
all the efforts of the Gbarnga 
Lutheran Mission Board to serve the 
benefit of the little children of 
Liberia. Thank you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Rev. Leon W. Schultz 

LETTER FROM OUR FOUNDER 

“The success of  GLTC 
has all evolved around 

God’s grace” 
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GBARNGA MISSION NEWS 

At the end of each week at the Gbarnga 
Lutheran Training Center (GLTC), 
students are invited in front of their class 
to read a story aloud. This class 
presentation is an event each student has 
been practicing for all week. The child 
first reads the story along with their 
teacher, echo reads each sentence, 
choral reads the text with their class and 
partners with a classmate to read each 
story before stepping into the spotlight.     
 
These literacy lessons are a result of our 
partnership with Liberia Reads!, a 
professional development program for 
teachers.  Each student at GLTC has his 
or her own guided reading text to use, 
one per year per grade. Each guided 
reader has 36 stories. The books have 
controlled vocabulary stories about 
Liberian children doing Liberian things in 
Liberian settings.  They were written, of 
course, with easier, shorter stories at 
the beginning of the books and longer, 
more complex stories last.   
 
While this might seem like a routine 
lesson at schools in developed countries, 
this reading cycle marks a huge step 
forward for literacy in Liberia. Liberia 
Reads! estimates that GLTC’s literacy 
training program places it in the top 5% 
of elementary classrooms in an 

impoverished country. This is mainly due 
to the blessing that we are able to 
provide each student at GLTC with his 
or her own guided reader.  
 
When Liberia Reads! first started its 
program in 2009, the Rural Teacher 
Training Institutes (RTTIs) had been 
closed down for 20 years. Many teachers 
had little knowledge of sound/letter 
correspondence and were reading 
themselves at a 2nd to 4th grade level. 
After Liberia’s 14-year civil war, the 
USAID sponsored a study to assess the 
reading levels of 2nd and 3rd grade 
students in Liberia.   It found that 37% of 
3rd graders could not read a single 3 
letter word.  
 
Liberia Reads! programs, like the one at 
GLTC, are starting to make a difference. 
In 2019, Liberia Reads! conducted an 
independent assessment of third graders 
going through the Liberia Reads! 
program. This study showed that over 
70% of them reached “international" 
benchmarks. 
 
Even with all the disadvantages, literacy 
programs are assisting our students in 
becoming solid readers — one story at a 
time.  v 

PLANTING THE SEEDS OF LITERACY WITH LIBERIA READS  

Would you be open to receiving your 
quarterly Gbarnga Mission News via 
email? Join our email list by emailing:  

communications@gbarngamission.org 

Our newsletter e-subscribers will 
receive a bonus issue this spring with 
stories from Gbarnga.  v 

LEARNING LIBERIAN 
CULTURE: DECORATION DAY 

The second Wednesday in March is 
Decoration Day in Liberia. On March 11, 
2020, Liberians will visit the graves of 
their ancestors, clean them, trim the 
grass, prune plants and decorate the 
graves with flowers or wreaths. It is the 
day for honoring ancestors and expressing 
appreciation and gratitude for all the 
sacrifices made by past generations. On 
Decoration Day, many Liberians sing 
spiritual songs in memory of their lost 
ones or celebrate the lives of the 
deceased with food and drink.  v 



lations inhabiting Moses’ family home, in-
cluding Moses’ biological father and his 
“new woman.”  All would seem positive 
for Moses as he now has a dad back to 
care for him. Unfortunately, this is not 
the case. His father has no work and 
can’t support him with food, clothing or 
school fees. Moses says the new wife dis-
likes him and has made life difficult, and 
he now lives with a friend. 
 

At school, Math is one of Mo-
ses’ favorite subjects. He en-
joys learning about life in other 
countries and is trying hard to 
learn to write well. In his free 
time, he also enjoys playing 
football (soccer) with friends.  
He is proud to attend school 
and is thankful to God, espe-
cially for Gbarnga Mission’s 
child sponsorship program that 
helps support his education 
and keeps school fees low for 
all GLTC students.  v 

in his neighborhood such as digging 
stumps or picking up trash.  
 
At one time, both of Moses’ biological 
parents separated and found new signifi-
cant others. Neither wanted to care for 
Moses so he was raised by his grandpar-
ents who struggled to support a multi-
generational household. Over the past 
year, his Old Ma and Old Pa Sibley died. 
There is now a loosely knit cluster of re-

Moses Pewee is 16 years old — by his 
best estimates — and enrolled in the 
2nd grade. Before attending GLTC, Moses 
was intermittently enrolled at the public 
school in Gbarnga, a 45 minute walk 
away. At some government schools in 
Liberia, the yearly fee is $1,500LD (about 
$17US) and he owed $1,000LD plus 
money for a uniform, shoes, and 
books.  To help pay the fees owed for 
his schooling, Moses completed chores 

By Pastor Bill Meyer 
Sponsorship Coordinator 
 
Sponsors and donors are the lifeblood of 
Gbarnga Mission — men and women 
who, out of their dedication to follow Je-
sus, choose to minister to “the least of 
these” which in our case are the children 
of Gbarnga. 
 
Gbarnga Mission is blessed with more 
than 80 sponsors, some of whom spon-
sor more than one child. One couple has 
been sponsoring even more – a new stu-
dent each month! In June of 2019, I re-
ceived an application from Anthony and 
Megan Keane that they wished to spon-
sor a child that month – and every 
month that 
would follow 
until they 
r e a c h e d 
twelve stu-
dents. 
O bv iou s l y , 
this is most 
unusual. So, 
after six months had passed and six chil-
dren were being sponsored, I contacted 
them asking whether I might pay them a 
visit. They agreed. 
 

I learned that Anthony is a pro-
cess analyst for Ricoh and Me-
gan, a former first-grade teach-
er, now works for Pratt Whit-
ney as a purchasing agent. With 
no children now living at home, 
they service rescue dogs, and 
have been doing so for eleven 
years. 
 
I asked how they had learned 
about the Gbarnga Mission 
school. They said, a member at 
Grace Lutheran Church in Mid-
dletown, CT had introduced 
the mission during a Sunday 
morning’s announcements and 
they picked up a brochure after 

services. Upon 
reading it and exploring 
the Gbarnga Mission web-
site, they were moved to 
participate. 
 
I further asked what moti-
vated them to respond on 
such a high level. Anthony 

answered something like this, "We both 
believe that God has blessed us in so many 
ways – and we want to give back as a bless-
ing to others. We believe that life as a Chris-
tian is not just to make money and gather 

A GBARNGA FAMILY OF TWELVE 

Page 3 

SPRING 2020 

“We both believe that God 
has blessed us in so many 

ways – and we want to give 
back as a blessing to others.“ 

A DAY IN THE L IFE OF…MOSES PEWEE  

goods, but to live for God and his Kingdom. 
We heartily endorse the Gbarnga Mission 
project because it seeks to feed and nourish 
both the student’s body and soul.” Megan 
added, "I especially like the personal touch 
– the exchange of correspondence between 
sponsor and student. This connection is im-
portant to me." 
 
I left them enthused and inspired – and 
thanking God for sponsors such as the 
Keanes.  v 

Anthony and Megan Keane holding framed 
pictures of their first six sponsored students.  



· With your support, 79 children are attending the Gbarnga 
Lutheran Training Center (GLTC). You have helped us 
provide reading support, countless lessons, clean drinking 
water and a nutritious meal each day for our students – all 
while they learn about Jesus’ love for them. You are driving 
our mission forward, and we couldn't be more grateful.  

· For a donation of 200 bars of soap through Clean the World 
Foundation (www.cleantheworld.org).  

· Over $5,000 was raised through the Christmas Giving Tree 
at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church (Acton, MA) to support the 
school and new building fund.  

· For new members of the Board of Directors who have faith, 
passion and vision for serving the children of Liberia. 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence RI 02907 
 
Sharing God’s love through education in Liberia 

Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation (Federal ID # 46-5637972). Gbarnga Mission is constructing and 
staffing a Christian school in rural Liberia to provide primary, secondary and vocational education for impoverished children. 

WWW.GBARNGAMISSION.ORG 

Help build more classrooms and a cafeteria. Give Now!  
Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip  

Phone  

Email  

Please accept this gift in the amount of: 

___ $100 ___ $250 ___ $500 Other $   

for the Phase 2 Building Fund so education will continue for students 
through 8th grade.  This gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. 

Give online at www.gbarngamission.org and click “Donate Now”. 

Thank You! 

WE GIVE THANKS 
· For Principal Nathaniel Sumo and the entire GLTC staff for their 

faithful service and dedication to excellence. 
· For patience, effectiveness, wisdom, financial support, and vision 

both in the US and in Liberia. 

· For establishing a stronger communications plan so our sponsors 
feel more up-to-date with our mission and the stories of students 
attending our school. 

· For God's love and support of GLTC parents to help them see 
the importance of supporting their children's education.  

· To raise up Christian leaders with a shared vision in Liberia to 
form a board to complement the US board of directors. 

· Travel safety for Jon, Kathy, and Marsha during their Liberia trip. 

PRAYERS 

Mail to: 
Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project, Inc. 
445 Elmwood Avenue 
Providence, RI 02907 


